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even with this assistance, many unions will undoubtedly
experience considerable difficulty in avoiding financial
disaster. Speaking generally, the trade union movement
as a whole will emerge from the war in straitened circum-
stances. Some unions may have collapsed, and amongst
others the movement in favour of amalgamation may have
received an impetus owing to financial embarrassments.
The decrease in earnings accompanying short time, and
their total stoppage in the case of unemployment, mean
amongst the workers a restriction of purchasing power.
The shrinkage in the total wages bill, especially in Lanca-
shire, must lead to a diminution in the income of small
traders and the co-operative societies. Where trade is very
bad the societies will be severely hit; smaller purchases
will mean smaller profits, which, where there is no large
reserve to fall back upon, will in turn mean the declaration
of a smaller dividend. The " divi" received by the
workers will be less, and the purchases which the thrifty
housewife of the north usually makes with it in the way of
clothing and replacement of household articles will be less
also ; where the " divi" has been left in the society, it will
in a large number of cases be used to supplement the scanty
wages earned on short time, or to provide the necessaries
of life where the breadwinner is altogether unemployed.
In places where times become very bad, the co-operative
societies during the war, and for some time after, will suffer
because of the conversion of the cash orders which ordin-
arily go to the " co-op " into credit orders at the shop round
the corner. On the whole, however, the co-operative
societies will probably come better out of the war than
many classes of small shop-keepers. The small tailors,
drapers, earthenware dealers, etc., and others who sell all
but indispensable commodities, will see a shrinkage in their